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EXPLOKATIONS IN AEOLIS.
IN his valuable Contributions to the History of Southern Aeolis,
Mr. Ramsay remarks (Journ. Hell. Stud. II. 2, p. 278): ' In the
plain of the Kodja'we might expect more than one Aeolic
settlement, if it be fully explored." This prediction was
verified a few months only after it was written by discoveries
made in this district in the spring of 1881, by Mr. George
Dennis, M. Salomon Eeinach, M. Baltazzi, and myself. I
published a brief account of them in the Academy of April 9th,
1881, and M. Reinach has alluded to them, in the history of his
excavations on the site of Myrina, in the Bulletin de Corre-
spondence helUnique, April 1882; but no details in regard to
them have yet appeared. These details I now propose to give,
throwing the account of them, for the sake of convenience, into
narrative form.
Mr. Ramsay has already explained the topography of the
coast from Myrina to Kyme. Midway between the two, about
two and a half miles from Kynie1 and three from Myrina, stands
the little Greek village of Ali Agha, while the Koja Chai, or
' Big River,' flows into the sea just below the ancient acropolis
of Myrina, now known as Kalabassary. The Koja runs in an
easterly direction, turning slightly to the north aboiit eight
miles from its mouth, towards the ruins of Namrut Kalessi,
already described by both Mr. Ramsay and M. Reinach. Before
entering the sea it is joined by a stream which runs past the
village of Gtizel Hissar. At Ali Agha, which has been supposed
to occupy the site of the ancient Adae, M. Baltazzi has a
comfortable country-house, built in the French style a few
years ago.
It was to this house that he invited Mr. George Dennis
and myself in the March of 1881. A French gentleman,
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M. Guichon, living at Smyrna, had informed him that some
twenty years previously he had seen a figure, resembling the
pseudo-Sesostris in the pass of Karabel, carved out of the rock
and placed in a niche a few miles to the north-east of Ali Agha.
The niche, which had somewhat the shape of a rock-hewn
chamber, was on the south-western slope of a hill on the
southern side of the Koja Chai. Furnished with these indica-
tions, M. Baltazzi paid me a visit, in the hope that we might
discover in company another monument of the Hittite period.
As most of the property in the neighbourhood of Ali Agha
belonged to his family, while he paid a kind of blackmail to
the brigands who infest the district, he explained that explora-
tions could be made under his escort with unusual ease and
security.
Sir. Dennis and myself accordingly started from Smyrna
along with M. Baltazzi in a small steamer, which touched on its
way at both Old and New Phokaea. On our way, we examined
the site of LeukS through our glasses, and, more fortunate than
Mr. Pullan, detected fragments of ancient masonry lying on the
south-eastern side of the foot of the hill on which it stood. The
place is difficult of access, as on the land side it is surrounded
by the marshes of the Hermos which are impassable in the
winter, while on the seaward side the shallows prevent the
passage of boats. Old and New Phokaea are both too well known
to need any description; at Old Phokaea, a native informed us
that the foundations of an ancient temple are still to be seen
among the ruins of a church on a little island which lies in
front of the harbour. After leaving New Phokaea we steamed
into the Gulf of Chanderly, the Arginussae islands being to our
left. In the distance, above Elaea at the head of the Gulf, the
white line of M. Humanu's excavations on the acropolis of
Pergamon glittered in the sun, crowning the brow of the hill
like a circlet of silver. At last we came in sight of Ali Agha,
and with some little difficulty, ourselves and baggage were
transferred to the comfortable shelter of M. Baltazzi's house.
Here we found M. Keinach arranging the spoils of the
excavations he was conducting for the French School of Athens
at Myrina and Kyme. The workmen had just brought in some
archaistic figures of Kybele they had found at Kyme (now
represented by Namurt). We afterwards walked over to see
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tiie place from which they had come. It formed part of the
necropolis of the later KymS and lay close to the sea-shore. As
the tombs (which belonged to the Eoman period) were excavated
in the soil to the virgin rock itself, it was difficult to account for
the presence of the figures of the goddess among them, except
by supposing that the necropolis had extended over a site on
"which a temple or chapel had once stood. At any rate, I found
it impossible to believe that the earlier Kyme, whose foundation
was said to go back to the Amazons, could have been so near
the coast as this necropolis would imply. There is no other
prehistoric site in Asia Minor with which I am acquainted that
is so near the sea, and I noticed a hill about two miles to the
east which seemed to me more probably to represent the
primitive city. M. Reinach had not examined the spot, how-
ever, and I was unable to carry out my intention of doing so
the following day in consequence of a snow-storm which confined
us to the house.
The day afterwards was fairly fine, and we set off in pursuit
of the sculptured figure of which M. Guichon had spoken. Our
course led us across the plain to the east of Ali Agha, past an
ancient raised road which runs in a nearly straight line from the
shore to the village of Giizel Hissar, at the foot of the Dumanly
Dagh. On our way we noticed to the left of us a small
eminence of cretaceous limestone, not far from Giizel Hissar,
which was pierced with tombs of the Greek period. Six of
these still remained on its eastern side, besides several others on
the west. Mr. Eamsay has shown good reason for believing
that the site of Aegae must be transferred from Giizel Hissar,
where it was fixed by Kiepert, to Namrut Kalessi. At the same
time the tombs we discovered seem to show that some ancient
town once existed at, or near, Giizel Hissar, as they are too far
from Ali Agha to belong to a city standing there; moreover, I
observed a fragment of Greek sculpture at a spring close to the
village. It is therefore possible that Adae, which is placed by
Strabo between Kyme' and Myrina, stood at Giizel Hissar and
not at Ali Agha.1
1
 M. Reinach, however, may be right promontory of Arab Chiflik, and the
in identifying the Cape Hydra of city to which the tombs of Giizel Hissar
Strabo with Lija Bornft, in which belonged mnst remain undetermined,
case Adae will have stood on tha
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Leaving Giizel Hissar to our right we rode towards the hill
indicated by M. Guichon. Here, indeed, we could neither find
nor hear of any sculpture, but we discovered what proved quite
as interesting. This was the site of an ancient acropolis sur-
rounded by walls of Cyclopean masonry in a good state of pre-
servation. The Cyclopean work was of the best period and ran
round both the base and the upper portion of the crag on which
the prehistoric city had been built. The crag rose precipitously
on the north side, where its foot was washed by the Koja Chai,
and where two or three Greek tombs have been cut in the cliff.
As we climbed the south-western face of the crag, we found that
it ended in a double summit, the western summit being the
higher of the two. On the top of this was the entrance which
looked towards the north-east. The two gate-posts, each con-
sisting of a single block of stone like those of MykSnae, still
remained, though one was fallen and broken in half; but the
lintel-stone was gone. The posts, however, showed traces of
the ledges on which it had rested. According to M. Eeinach's
measurements, the upright monolith was two metres five centi-
metres long, by one metre twenty-five centimetres broad in the
thickest part, while the fallen monolith was two metres fifteen
centimetres long, by one metre ten centimetres broad. The
difference in length is easily accounted for by the fact that a
portion of the upright monolith is buried in the ground. The
road led down from the entrance in an eastward direction into
the valley of Uzun Hassanly, so called from a village to the
north-east of the old acropolis. At a little distance from the
gate it consisted of a flight of steps cut in the rock. After
passing through the entrance, and so entering the original
precincts of the acropolis, we came upon the remains of a
building which may have been a temple. Close to it was a
pool filled with water in which I noticed some fragments of cut
stone. Not far off were the remains of a tomb of the Hellenic
period, above which I found an inscription in Greek letters cut in
the rock. The inscription consisted of a single line, but the only
letters still visible were . . . . NY . . . C . . . O. The form of the
C proves it to belong to the age of the Greek Myrina. Below
the western summit we came across a cistern and what looked
like a trench cut in the rock, as well as some more Hellenic
tombs, partly cut in the rock, partly excavated in the ground.
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The lower or eastern summit of the crag was fortified like the
rest of the acropolis, and one of the corner-stones of its inclosing
wall which I measured was eighty-eight inches long by fifty-five
broad. The stone had been shaped by cleavage, the drill-holes
being still visible in several places, and there was no trace of a
metal tool. To the north, but within the walls of the acropolis,
a Hellenic tomb had been hollowed out of the cliff into two
shallow chambers, one smaller than the other and with a
pyramidal roof. Eastward of the acropolis itself another similar
tomb had been cut in the north face of an isolated fragment of
rock which rises from the plateau below.
The whole site occupies a commanding position, and from its
western summit we looked down upon Kalabassary, the historical
Myrina, about six miles distant. The Greek tombs found within
it show that it was uninhabited in the historical period, and
probably belonged to one of the richer Greek families of Myrina.
Everything, in fact, points to its having been one of those native
cities of Aeolis which were destroyed by the Greeks when they
occupied the coast and which were never subsequently inhabited.
The Cyclopean masonry, the absence of any trace of metal, the
inland situation, all indicate its pre-Hellenic and pre-historic
character. This was confirmed by our finding no pottery of the
historical age on the site, except fragments of Hellenic ware in
the neighbourhood of the recently-rifled tombs. I believe,
therefore, that the site represents the pre-HeJlenic city of
Myrina, founded, according to tradition, by the Amazons; or, as I
should prefer to say, during the Hittite epoch. After its
destruction and abandonment, its name was transferred by the
Greek settlers to their new city of Myrina at the mouth of the
river, six miles away.1
The day after our discovery of this early site we first visited
the excavations at Kalabassary, and then rode along the northern
bank of the Koja Chai, keeping a ruined aqueduct on our right
and passing, on the west side of the present road to Pergamos,
a raised paved road that must formerly have led in the same
direction and have joined the Roman raised road in the plain
of which I have already spoken, and to which it would have
1
 In the excellent map prefixed to the site is called UzAn-Hassanly from
the article of MM. Pottier and Keinach the village near it.
in the Bull, de Corr. hell. April 1882,
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ran at right angles. I t was carried across the river by a Roman
bridge, now in ruins. After a time we passed what I shall
venture to call Old Myrina on the opposite side of the river,
and soon came to a point where a narrow channel was cut
through a ridge of rock that projected into the river. This
channel, we soon discovered, was a continuation of the aqueduct
already noticed. After this we had to climb a rugged mass of
cliff, and then descend the other side of it in order to regain the
bed of the river. Here we unexpectedly came across an
artificial cutting through the rock, about thirty-two yards in
length, and twenty-five feet in height at the highest part, the
cutting itself being about two feet broad. I t curved towards the
north-east, and at the eastern end led into a natural basin of
deep, pure water formed by a square recess in the cliff that
bounded the river. At this end the rock had been left so as
to form a double arch, the space between the arches having been
cut away sheer to the top of the cliff as in the other part of the
channel. Just midway in the cutting, and on its southern side,
a large basaltic block that jutted out from the conglomerate wall
of the channel had been carved into the rude likeness of a bull's
head, of which we took drawings. The head was twenty-five
inches in length, the nose being ten inches in height. The rock
through which the channel was cut projected into the river, and
the remains of a tablet, which perhaps once contained an in-
scription, were visible on one part of its external face just over
the water. On the western side the mouth of the cutting opened
into a channel formed by a double mound of earth. This bore
away to the rock-cut channel we had passed before climbing the
cliff, so that the object of the whole work was plain. I t was an
aqueduct intended to convey to Myrina the waters of the Koja
Chai, from a point in its course where they had not yet been
contaminated by the marshy land of the plain through which
they afterwards ran. The western portion of the aqueduct had
been repaired in mediaeval times; though we could not find any
decisive evidences of Byzantine workmanship eastward of a
ruined village and mill, which we passed just before reaching
the first rock-cut channel. The head of the aqueduct is about
nine miles from the mouth of the Koja, which immediately
afterwards makes a sharp bend to the north.
The day's discoveries, however, did not end here. We next
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forded the river, and then dragged our horses up a steep and
rugged cliff on its southern side. On reaching the summit we
found ourselves on a lofty plateau, higher than the highest
portion of Old Myrina, but above which towered a crag of
broken rock partially covered with snow. Leaving M. Baltazzi
to look after the horses, Mr. Dennis, M. Eeinach, and myself
made our way up this on foot, and soon discovered that the
whole crag was surrounded by a wall of Cyclopean masonry of
far ruder construction than that of the site we had visited the
day before. The crag formed the western summit of a ridge,
which had a second summit of the same height and breadth,
but of about twice the length, stretching along towards the east.
At its western extremity a triangular mass of rouk jutted out at
a lower level than the rest of the crag and looked towards the
site of Old Myrina which lay at a considerable distance below.
This triangular mass was carefully fortified with a well-preserved
but rude Cyclopean wall, and the foundations of a square
building lay a little to the rear of it on the southern side of
the crag. From the line of wall on its northern side we looked
down upon Namrut Kalessi, which rose into the sky some seven
miles further up the valley of the Koja. On the same side a
Yuruk village was built on the lower slope of the ridge on which
we stood, while in the valley on the other or southern side was
the village of Uzun Hassanly. I t was on this side that the old
fortress had been approached as was also the case with Old Myrina.
I t protected, in fact, the entrance to the valley, and its possession
would have given the Greek invaders of the country the com-
mand of the road which passed by it towards the south-east.
From the height where we stood we could trace this road along
the valley for some distance; want of time, unfortunately,
prevented me from exploring it further. I learnt from M.
Baltazzi, however, that it led into the plain of Magnesia, and is
still followed by the cattle-drivers, who consider it their shortest
route. Mr. Dennis suggested that it is part of the road from the
Ephesian territory to Phokaea, meant by Herodotos in II. 106;
if so, we may expect to find in it Hittite sculptures similar to
those in the pass of Karabel. The fact that the coast-road from
Smyrna to Phokaea was not in existence in the time of Herodotos,
when the marshes at the mouths of the Hermos had not yet
been formed, lends great probability to this view.
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The only traces of the Hellenic period that we discovered in
our new acropolis were three tombs cut in the cliff, which showed
that the place had been in later days the private property and
burying-place of some wealthy family of Myrina. The tombs
were all of rectangular shape. One of them was at the north-
west end of the fortified crag, a second at the north-east end.
Into this one of our muleteers managed to clamber, and reported
the existence of a sarcophagus in it. As we had no ladder,
however, we could not verify the report. The third tomb was
at the south-east end, and contained an inner chamber with
three rectangular evvai. Close to it I picked up a-fragment of
Hellenic pottery.
The character of the walls of this old fortress shows it to
have been more ancient than the site I have named Old Myrina.
Possibly it had been deserted long before the arrival of the
Greeks, and its place taken by the more convenient acropolis
further west. If, as I believe, the legend of the Amazons refers
to that invasion of western Asia Minor by the Hittites, of which
both the Egyptian inscriptions and the monuments of Sipylos
and Karabel are witnesses, the tradition that Myrina was
founded by an Amazon may indicate the Hittite conquest of
the pass of Uzun Hassanly and the fortress* that guarded its
exit, as well as the foundation of a city whose Hittite garrison
should protect the road to the south. Among the cities of
western Asia Minor, whose origin was ascribed to the Amazons
—Smyrna, Ephesos, Myrina, and Kyme,—Kym& alone had a
separate name of its own, since the Amazonian part of Ephesos
was called Smyrna or Samorna.1 Myrina stands to Smyrna as
fiiKpof to a-/j,iKp6<;, and her tumulus, as we learn from II. II. 814,
was pointed out in the Troad. Samarius, it may be observed, is
the name of a Hittite prince in the inscriptions of Eamses II.
The day after our discovery of the second pre-historic acropolis,
Mr. Dennis and myself left M. Baltazzi's hospitable roof and
rode to Menemen, passing on our way the sites of Larissa and
Neonteikhos, both of which have been already fully described
by Mr. Ilamsay. I have only to add to his account that we
1
 Kym§ is the Aeolic form of K^V, sea-coast after the destruction of the
'village,'and must consequently have older Kyme by the Aeolic invaders,
originally been the name of the un- What this was called we do not know,
walled village which grew up on the
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found a conduit cut through the rock at the foot of the steep
crag on which Larissa stood, which does not seem to have been
noticed by him. It is difficult to understand how Texier could
have imagined Menemen to represent either Temnos or any
other ancient city. It contains nothing earlier than the
Byzantine epoch, the most noticeable object in the place being
an old church which is now a deserted mosque.
After my return to Smyrna I made two excursions to Sipylos,
one with Mr. Dennis, the other with Mr. Eamsay. On the first
occasion we took a couple of ladders with us, which were car-
ried to the spot where the figure of Niobe" is carved out of the
rock. By tying these together we managed to climb up to the
eartouch on the right-hand side of the figure, in which Mr.
Dennis had discovered the outlines of characters.1 These turned
out to be the well-known Hittite hieroglyphs of Carchemish;
indeed, their close resemblance in form to those found at
Carchemish makes it difficult to believe that they were exe-
cuted by any other of the populations whom we now know to
have used these characters than the inhabitants of Carchemish
itself. The inscription simply records the name of a certain
'king of the country of...' The double ladder enabled us to
examine the back of the head of ' NiobeV a feat never before
accomplished; and here we found a curious ornament like a
lotus-bud or the uraeus serpent rising from the centre of it.2
We also found that a single lock of hair is rudely sculptured in
an oblique line across each of the shoulders, reminding one irre-
sistibly of Egyptian art as well as of the sphinxes at Eyuk.
For those, however, who have seen the figure of Nofretari, the
wife of Eamses II., sitting sculptured in stone in the niche a
little to the north of Abusimbel, it is impossible not to believe
1
 I much doubt whether the inscription mentioned by Stark can be the one
discovered by Mr. Dennis, as Stark implies that it was above the head of
Niobe1.
* The ornament had this appearance :—
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that the rude sculptor of the Niohe1 had an Egyptian model in
his mind. Though the posture is that of the Asiatic goddess
with the hands upon the breasts, the style of art is that of
Egypt in the age of Eamses II., when Egyptians and Hittites
were brought into close relations one with the other.
In my second excursion, in company with Mr. Eamsay, we
started from Chobanisa, a Turkish village at the north-eastern
corner of Mount Sipylos, and after riding some distance over
rising ground in the direction of the mountain we came to the
village of Kara Oghlanya. Here we found two Greek mortuary
inscriptions, one in the church, the other on a column which
served to support a fountain. A good half-mile further on we
came across a third inscription at a fountain close to a collection
of hovels, called Koja Kushely. I have given copies of all
three in the Academy.1 We heard of other inscriptions in a
ravine, a little to the westward of Koja Kushely, which runs
between the precipitous eastern cliff of Sipylos and the high
ground on which both Koja Kushely and Kara Oghlanya stand.
A Greek city seems to have existed here, from which the
columns and inscriptions have been brought, and I think it
likely that the old road from Magnesia to the plain of Nimphi
will be found to have run through it. Mr. Eamsay has already
explored the heights beyond.
A. H. SAYCE.
1
 The inscription on the column is somewhat curious, as it runs thus :—
. . . . HZTIZ MENEKPA
[TOYZ] YnEP AYTHZ KAI
[ANJAPOZ AYTHX KAI TE
[KJNI2N KABIOY EYX[AP]IZ
THPION ANEGHKEN.
Ki$ios seems meant for Gavius rather than Caius. Menekrates and his son
MSnophilos are mentioned in the inscription found in the church. Both names
occur in Smyrnian inscriptions. (For MenekratSs see C. I. G. 3251, 3252, 3379 ;
for MSnophilos, 3141, 3142, 3190, 3279.)
